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This is my first time I've put my photo in this section. 
This is a photo of me with my son, Sasuke. I may 
seem like a “show-off” parent for including my son, 
but it does beat having to come up with something 
to draw for this page. Maybe I'll start doing this from 
now on. Or maybe I'm just getting lazy. Let's see, 
next time maybe I'll use a photo of my cat Koge, or 
my dog Маю. Hmmm.…| think I’m onto something 
here... 

—Akira Toriyama, 1988 


Artist/writer Akira Toriyama burst onto the manga scene in 
1980 with the wildly popular Dr. Slump, a science fiction 
comedy about the adventures of a mad scientist and his 
android “daughter” In 1984 he created his hit series 
Dragon Ball, which ran until 1995 in Shueisha's best- 
selling magazine Weekly Shonen Jump, and was translated 
into foreign languages around the world. Since Dragon 
Ball, he has worked on a variety of short series, including 
Cowa!, Kajika, Sand Land, and Neko Majin, as well as а 
children’s book, Toccio the Angel. He is also known for 
his design work on video games, particularly the Dragon 
Warrior RPG series. He lives with his family in Japan. 
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THE MAIN CHARACTERS 


Son Goku 
Monkey-tailed young Goku has always been 
stronger than normal. His grandfather 
Bulma Gohan gave him the nyoibó, a magic staff, Yamcha 
A genius inventor, Bulma met and Kame-Sen'nin gave him the kinto'un, a A student of Kame-Sen'nin, 
Goku on her quest for the magic flying cloud. and Bulma's on-and-off 
seven magical Dragon Balls. boyfriend. He was seriously 
injured by Tenshinhan and 
Lunch taken to the hospital. 
A strange woman 
whose personality 


changes whenever. 
she sneezes. 


Kuririn 
Goku's for- 
mer martial 
arts school- 
mate under 
Kame- 
Sen'nin. 


i Sen'nin, he can fly and is 


Е Tsuru-Sen'nin d 
(The “Crane Hermit”) ` 
The rival of Kame-Sen'nin, he : 
teaches a different style of £ 

martial arts, whose signature ` 

move is the dodon-pa attack. : 

His brother, Taopaipai, was 


an evil assassin who was 
hired to kill Goku. 
Э: d 


Tenshinhan 
A student of Tsuru- 


a very proud fighter. 


A student of Tsuru- 
Sen'nin, he can fly and 


Legend says that whoever gathers the seven magical 
“Dragon Balls” will be granted any one wish. Son Goku, 
a young boy from the mountains, first heard the legend 
from a city girl named Bulma. After many adventures 
with Bulma, Goku decided he wanted to be stronger, and 
so he trained under Kame-Sen nin, the great martial 
artist, even competing in the Tenka'ichi Budókai (the 
“Strongest Under the Heavens” martial arts tournament). 
Now, three years later, it is a new Tenka’ichi 
Budókai...and Goku is stronger than ever! But so are his 
Opponents, especially Chaozu and Tenshinhan, the stu- 
dents of Kame-Sen’nin’s old rival! Now, Goku's friend 
Kuririn faces а life-or-death match against Chaozu... 


Kame-Sen'nin (The 

Chaozu "Turtle Hermit") 

A lecherous but powerful martial : 

А artist, his signature move is ће : 

Use psychic powers. kamehameha attack. Like last 

: time, he entered the Tenka'ichi : 
Budokai in disguise as "Jackie : 

Chun” so as to test his disciples. : 
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IL 


UNDOUBTEDLY 
HAVE DECIDED 


THE MATCH WITH 
THAT ONE 


8 
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TOSSHMONT К ДИ) marem 
CHAOZU! 
OF BOUNDS! KILL ДЖ ( А 
HE'S OURS 
HIM...SLOWLY RÓW 
AND PAINFULLY! EW 


HIS POWER... IT'S 
COMING FROM HIS 
SPREAD-OUT PALMS...!! 
THAT'S WHY HE CAN 
ONLY KICK....! 


OUT OF 
BOUNDS!!! 
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ASTONISHING. 
KURIRIN HAS 
MATURED ONCE, 
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WITH THE 
COMPLETION 
OF THIS MATCH, 
ALL 8 FINALISTS 
WILL HAVE HAD 
THEIR 
OPPORTUNITY 


BATTLE AFTER FEROCIOUS 
BATTLE 15 BEING WAGED AT 
THE "STRONGEST UNDER THE 
HEAVENS" MARTIAL ARTS 
TOURNAMENT... AND FINALLY 
WE ARRIVE AT MATCH 4 ( 
WHERE OUR HERO SON GOKU { 
WILL HAVE HIS TURN... 


il 


PB) SAL 


IN THE OTHER 2 
INTERNATIONAL 
RECOGNIZED 
MARTIAL ARTS 
TOURNAMENTS! 


I THOUGHT 
TD HEARD HIS 
NAME BEFORE. 
SO HE IS THE 
RUMORED 
"GENIUS OF 


$ 


[Y 


THISIS 
DESTINED TO BE 
A LEGENDARY 


CLASHOF 
INCOMPARABLE 
POWER HOUSES!! 
FASTEN YOUR 
SEATBELTS!! 


SOMEBODY 
LIKE THAT RIGHT 
OFF THE BAT... 


</ 
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г В 
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MY 


CONTESTANT 
SON IS THE THIRD 
OF KAME-SEN'NIN'S 
А DISCIPLES...AND 
WAS THE RUNNER- 
UP AT OUR LAST 
TOURNAMENT! 


A 
1 


YOU SIMPLY 
NOT HAVE 


VERY WELL-- 
I FEEL BAD mem 
ABOUT SHOCKING лом 
YOU TOO мисн-- 
50 LET ME GIVE 
YOU A SMALL 


KNOW 
NOTHING 
В) ABOUT 
DEMONSTRATION, 
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\ 
ў & і 
% | | + A 
à 3 | і の 
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WILL IT BE 
PANPOOT?!! WILL 
IT BE SON GOKU?!! 
THIS IS THE MATCH 
TO WATCH!! 
GENTLEMEN... 


WAY 


S N \ VN NN 


ONE BLOW!! 
HE DEFEATED 
THE GREAT 
РАМРООТ WITH 
ONE, SINGLE 
BLOW!! 


TOURNAMENT 
HAS FINALLY 


BEGUN 
GET 
INTERESTING... 


WH-WHAT A 
SHOCKER!! 
WOULD 
ANYONE HAVE 
PREDICTED A 
FINISH LIKE 
THIS?!! 


PARRYING HIS 
OPPONENT'S 
JABS WITH HIS 
RIGHT HAND, 
HE ELBOW- 
SLAMMED HIM 
WITH HIS LEFT 
ARM...AND THREE 
SHOTS IN RAPID 
SUCCESSION, 


NY 
WAS HAVING Дъ 


ABAD DAY fi 
TODAY. 


WHICH IS 
WHY HE DIDN'T 
SEEM TERRIBLY 
IMPRESSIVE 
IN YOUR 


BUT YOU KNOW, 

1 FIGURED YOUD 
WIN! THIS GUY HAD 
AGREAT RECORD, 

BUT HE DIDN'T LOOK 
THAT IMPRESSIVE 
OUT THERE! 


FANPOOT TRULY IS A 
FORMIDABLE MARTIAL 
ARTIST...VIEWED FROM 


YAMCHA HAS 


REALLY HAD 
TO STRUGGLE 
AGAINST THAT 

SHRIMP, 


YOUR OPPONENTS 
WERE ALSO 
SUPER MARTIAL 
ARTISTS WHO 
HAVE GONE 
BEYONO THE 
NORMAL AS WELL. 


ABOUT THE 
SAME LEVEL 
OF SKILL AS 
I DO, AND HE 


FAR YOU TWO > 
HAVE ADVANCED 
BEYOND THE 
NORMAL IN 
TERMS OF THE 
STRENGTH 

YOU HAVE 


MATCH IS 
VICTOR 
TENSHINHAN 


IT SEEMSA 
NEW ERA 15 
DAWNING... 


NOW...WE 
BEGIN THE 
SEMI-FINAL 

ROUNDS WITH 


Tale 123 
Tenshinhan vs. Jackie Chun 


AM THIS HAS TURNED 
си OUT ТО BE A GREAT 
пош MATCH-UP INDEED! 
YOUR CONTESTANT JACKIE 
TRICKS. CHUN, CHAMPION 
OF OUR LAST 


CONTESTANT 
TENSHINHAN, WHO 


HAS DISPLAYED 

OVERWHELMING 

POWER!! THIS IS 
A SPOTLIGHT 


У 


HUH? ч А 
ra 入 роз фи 
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ICANT 
BELIEVE 
AN OLD 
GEEZER 
CAN BE 


so 
STRONG... 


HEHHEH... 
IT IS QUITE A 
GENERATION 

COMING 


NEXT: Good and Evil 


ABSOLUTELY 
AMAZING... HE 
TOOK MY BLOWS 
HEAD ON... I 
NEVER KNEW 
THERE WAS 
POWER LIKE 
THAT.... 


50 


Tale 124 
Young Tenshinhan 


„WHY 
DO You IF YOURE BaT TUE IS BEING 
STILL HANG БІНЕ У WAGED BETWEEN 
FIGHTER. JACKIE CHUN AND 
го TENSHINHAN!! 
THERE'S NO TELLING 
WHO'S GOING TO 


WIN IT YET!!! 


MOUTH MY 


OF YOUR 
BUSINESS 


LIKE 


AND WHAT 
ARE YOU 
GOING TO 
DO ABOUT 

ІТ, mm? 


51 


YOU MEAN 
YOU HAVEN'T 
BEEN GOING 

ALL-OUT 

TIL NOW? 


TA 


LIE! HE'S BEEN 
FIGHTING АТ 
FULL STRENGTH [> 
THE WHOLE (59 


===> 


ЈАКА... "FIST OF THE SUN'I-ED. 


JACKIE CHUN 15 
дит! BUT TLL 
COUNT OFF ANYWAY, 
JUST TO MAKE IT 


OFFICIAL!! ONE... 


FIRST RELEASING 
A SUPER-INTENSE 
RAY OF LIGHT TO 
BLIND HIM, THEN 
KNEEING HIM IN 
THE HEAD FROM 
BEHIND--!!! 


HE'S UP!! 
CONTESTANT 
JACKIE IS UP!! 
THIS 15 NO 
ORDINARY OLD 


WHY HAVE YOU 


TURNED TO EVIL? 
YOUR POWER CRIES 
OUT IN SHAME! YOU 

SHOULD BREAK 
YOUR TIES WITH 
THE CRANE 
MASTER! 


IMJUST 
POINTING 
OUT THAT LIFE 
WOULD BE 
MORE FUN IF 
YOU'D LEARN 
TO LAUGH 


БО IF 
YOU WEAR 
THOSE, IT'S 
NOT TOO 


TEN!! THAT 
OLD СООТ IS 
THE 
KAME-SEN'NIN!! 
THE TURTLE 
MASTER IN 
DISGUISE!!! 


IS THIS 
PROBABLY ANY TIME 
WEARING TO ASK 
SUN- STUPID 
GLASSES! || QUESTIONS 


HEY...HOW DID THAT 
REFEREE GUY KNOW 
HE THREW A KNEE-KICK 
WHEN IT WAS SO 
BRIGHT WE 
COULDN'T SEE? 


OR 
Do you 
PREFER 
BEING 
HATED BY 


AND I WANT 
YOU TO KNOW I 
HAVEN'T BEEN 

TELLING YOU ALL 
THIS JUST BE- 


pepe 


т. и, 


WW ў | DE 


ні. HIN 


SS RIN 
KASS 


ж 
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АЙЫ 
7 amm. RN N N 


UNBELIEVABLE! WHO 
WOULD GUESS THAT 
AFIGHTER OF THE 
CRANE SCHOOL 
WOULD RELEASE A 
KAMEHAMEHA!!! 


SHOW 
ME MORE 
MOVES, 
WHY DON'T 
YOU?! TD 
LIKE TO 
LEARN! 


ТМ SO HAPPY, 
TM SHIVERING! 
WALK THE PATH 
OF LIGHT AND 

BECOME A 
HERO! 


HEH 
HEH HEH... 
SUCH AN 
ELEMENTARY 
MOVE. IFYOU 
SEE ІТ ONCE, 
(e CAN EASILY 


WAS HUGE. 
THIS GUY 


YOU'RE EVEN 
BETTER THAN 
I THOUGHT 


BEEN 
WAITING 
FOR FINE 
YOUNG 
WARRIORS 
LIKE YOU 


We 


Tale 125 
Goku vs, Kuririn 


WELL THEN, 
MOVING RIGHT 


THESE TWO 
CONTESTANT: 
ARE BOTH DISCIPLES 


" FAR 
б S 
ai A 


eu 


ез. | 


SUCH AN AUGUST 
PERSONAGE AS 
THE MUTEN-ROSHI 


GO TO THE 
TROUBLE OF 
DISGUISING 
HIMSELF TO 
ENTERA 
TOURNAMENT...? 


HELL TAKE ON THAT ТМ 
THE BEST IN THE WORLD" 
ATTITUDE AND STOP 
WORKING TO IMPROVE. 


IT'S A DANGEROUS 
TRAP FOR YOUNGSTERS. 


EVEN 
IF YOU HAD 
CONTINUED 
TO FIGHT, 
I STILL 
WOULD 


HAVE 
WON. А me 
22 
T 


S 


1 FORFEITED WHEN I 
REALIZED THAT THE NEW 
GENERATION IS TURNING 
OUT FINE. I KNEW NONE 
OF MY DISCIPLES WOULD 

TURN INTO SLACKERS 

JUST BECAUSE THEY 

WON THIS TOURNAMENT. 


AND YOU'RE NO 
SLACKER, EITHER, 
SON. YOU'RE JUST 

NOT CUT OUT 
TO BE EVIL. 


BAH!! LET ME OTHERWISE, 
TELL YOU SOME- YOU WOULON'T 


THING! MY GOAL HAVE GONE OUT 
15 TO BECOME THE OF YOUR WAY TO 
WORLD'S GREATEST ASK ME THESE 
ASSASSIN--JUST THINGS. 
LIKE TAOPAIPAI!! 


IF 
WE HAD 
CONTINUED 
TO FIGHT, I 


7 GOOD LUCK 


TO YOU--TM 
EXPECTING 
AGOOD 


E = = SS 2 па IE 
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Tale 126 
Goku vs. Kuririn, Part 2 


MAKING THE 
WILL HIS DOOM U DESCENDING 
KURIRIN AN 


WHOA--!! CONTESTANT 
KURIRIN SEEMS TO HAVE 
MISCALCULATED!! HE 
TRIED TO SLAM 
CONTESTANT SON GOKU 
TO THE GROUND--BUT 
SOMEHOW GOKU HAS 

D TO LAND OF 
HIS OWN VOLITION!! 
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A IFIFIGHT Ха E 
57 HIMFAIRAND WANN 


І.І CAN'T BELIEVE 
IT... KURIRIN'S 
POWER LEVEL IS 
APPROACHING THE 


BE FIGHTING 
THAT KURIRIN 


スス SN 


IVE BEEN 
SPENDING THE 
LAST 3YEARS 
TRAINING MY 
TAIL, TOO!! 


4 


REMEMBER THE 
OU TURTLE GUY 
TOLD ME TO? SO 
NOW I CAN EVEN 
HANDLE МУ TAIL 
BEING SQUOZE! 


HAVE 
YOU EVER 
TRIED TO 


«IT'S NEVER EASY 
TO OVERCOME 
ONE'S WEAK 
POINTS...WHAT 
EFFORT AND 
DISCIPLINE IT 
MUST HAVE 

TAKEN... 


INCREDIBLE!! 
I DO RECALL 
WARNING HIM 
TO WORK ON 
HIS TAIL, BUT... 


THAT'S WHAT MAKES 
GOKU TRULY ASTONISHING-- 
NOT JUST HIS INNATE, 
WILD POWER AND 
TOUGHNESS.... BUT HIS 
COMMITMENT.... 

ETHICS... 


О-ОН, МУ! WH-WHAT 
IN THE WORLD...?! OR 
SHOULD I SAY..WHAT 
NOT IN THE WORLD?! 
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GROUND...!! 


sul 
WHILE SLOWLY APPROACI 
HIS OPPONENT.. 


KURIRIN FELL 
OUT OF BOUNDS 
UNTOUCHED.. AN 
ANTICLIMACTIC 
END TO A GREAT 


OULD КМО 


HE ONLY K 
HIS FRIEND OUT 
OF BOUN 


EVERY TIME WH-WHAT AN 
І SEE HIM, UNBELIEVABLE 
HE'S MATURED LAD... I SEE 
SIGNIFICANTLY... NOW HOW HE 
|| COULDHAVE 
E | BEEN STRONG 
ENOUGH TO 
DEFEAT 
TAOPAIPAI... 


ме-вит HOW 
DID YOU DO THAT? 
DISAPPEARING 
AND THROWING 
や 、 ME BACK LIKE 


ин, THE NEXT 


MATCH IS THE 


EVERYONE!! 
NOW, АТ LAST, 


TIAL ARTIST 
UNDER THE 
HEAVENS!! 


WHO WILL EARN THE TITLE 
OF "STRONGEST UNDER THE 
HEAVENS" AND THE PRIZE 
MONEY OF 500,000 ZENI?! 


WILL IT BE CONTESTANT 
TENSHINHAN?! OR WILL IT BE 
CONTESTANT SON GOKU?! 
THIS IS INDEED THE 
GREATEST MATCH OF 
THIS CENTURY!!! 


Al Imma Й 


MM 1 
EXT: The World's Greatest Super Battle! 


Tale 128 
Goku vs. Tenshinhan 


FOR THIS 2272 
TENKA ICH BUDOKAI, 
OF 182 MASTERS, 
CHAMPIONS GATHERED 
FROM ALL OVER THE 
WORLD, ONLY EIGHT 
|: WERE ABLE TO FIGHT 
THROUGH THE 
PRELIMINARY 


WHO 
WILL SOON 
STAND ON 
TOP OF THE 
WORLD?! АТ 
LAST, THAT 
QUESTION 
15 ABOUT 
TO BE 


NOW, OF THEM 
ALL, ONLY TWO 
REMAIN FOR THE 
CHAMPIONSHIP 
ROUND!! THEY 
ARE CONTESTANT 
TENSHINHAN AND 


LORD 
MUTEN-RÖSHI! 
THIS AREA'S 
SPOSED TO BE 
OFF-LIMITS TO 
EVERYBODY 
BUT THE 
CONTESTANTS! 


( 
4 


WE SHALL BEGIN 
THE CHAMPIONSHIP 
MATCH OF THE 
22"? TENKA СН 
BUDOKA!!! 


TO AVENGE 
MY YOUNGER 
ER 


\ бу 
N 
\ 
\ 
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..... 


DID you 


REALLY 
THINK SUCH 
CHILO'S 


TRICKS 
WOULD 
FOOL 
ME?! 
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The Volleyball Pla 
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TLL BET 
YOU WOULDN'T 
DIE EVEN IFI 
HIT YOU FULL 
POWER!I 
THINK TLL GO 


EE 


УЧ 


YOUR 
RESILIENCE 


У 


KN 


| 
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BR > 
o eh 


我 0. 


INEVER 
KNEW... THERE 
WAS SOMEONE 
LIKE YOU OUT 
THERE... WHO 
COULD REALLY... 
CHALLENGE 


ОН, WHAT 
ASWEET 
VICTORY 
THIS WILL 


HE KNEW IF 
HE USED THE 
WASTED HIS 


PRECIOUS ENERGY... 
THIS BATTLE 15 
GOING TO 
CONTINUE FOR A 
WHILE... GOKU'S 


PLANNING FOR 4 
THE FUTURE, 
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NEXT: Tenshinhan in a Pinch! 


Tale 130 
The Fist of the Sun 


TH-THEY 

ARE STRIKING 

WITH SUCH 
TREMENDOUS 
SPEED THAT WE 
CAN'T SEE THEIR 
MOVEMENTS 

WITH OUR 
NAKED EYES 


m 


AN 7 
INCREDIBLE | [Z 
BATTLE 


| | D 
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THINKING 
TO FOOL 
ME WITH 
YOUR 
ILLUSION 
MOVE!! 


YOU 
IMBECILE 


IWENT 
BEHIND YOU 
GOING BEHIND 
ME GOING 
BEHIND YOUR 
BACK! 


YOU DIDN'T 
GET KNOCKED 
OUT...?! YOU'RE 

SO TOUGH--! 


--2 


TH-THIS IS 

YOUVE THE FIRST 
EMBARRASSED | 1 TIME IN 
ME... MY LIFE 

BEFORE Е IVE BEEN 

THE w POUNDED 

WORLD. LIKE THIS... 


"АКА "FIST OF THE SUN"-ED. 


WH-WHERE 


146 


YOURE 
TOUGHER'N 
T 


THOUGHT... 
П 


ММУ | 
SUNGLASSES... ў; ў 


ОН, OKAY!! 
БО THIS TIME 


DON'T GET 
EXCITED!! 
YOU ONLY 
KNOCKED 
ME DOWN 
BECAUSE 

I GOT CARE- 

LESS... 
" 


x ^ YOU KNOW... THE FIRST TIME 
2 SOMETHING IVE SEEN YOU 
ABOUT THOSE WITHOUT SUN- 
=> EYES... GLASSES, LORD 
» LOOKS REALLY MUTEN-ROSH... 
=> FAMILIAR... 
19 


WOW--THIS 15 


15 THIS ANY TIME 
TO TALK ABOUT 
МУ EYES?!!! YOU 
SHOULD BE 
WATCHING THIS 


THAT'S 
CHEAP... 
" 


2. 
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NEXT: Tenshinhan's Struggle 189 
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TENSHINHAN... 
HOW 


DARE YOU 


IFIKILL HIM 
NOW, ILL NEVER 


ME... FOR MAKING 
YOU INTO THE 


SSS 


- deg 
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NUS 


Y 
U N 


FIGHT THE 
WAY YOU 
WANT!! 


WH-WHAT /5 
GOING ON... 


THIS NEXT ў sal 2 PREPARE 


ATTACK, — ES EZ (AŻ YOURSELF 
IWILL 

Edo | ||| 
THIS!!! 


Tale 132 * The Arms Race 


МОМ 1 САМ 
CONCENTRATE 
ENTIRELY ON 
WINNING THIS 
TOURNAMENT... 
INSTEAD 
OF KILLING 


IVE BETRAYED MY 
MASTER... BUT 
SOMEHOW I FEEL SO 
FREE! NO MORE 
"CRANE" CLAN OR 
"TURTLE" CLAN! 
NO MORE 


Yay! you 
TURNED 
INTO A 


S 


SCH SSJ 
OSC 
195656569569 


вит 
AFTER ТНІ5.... 


SI > 
SAD R 


SU 


=< од 
SAL 4 
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WAS w 
TPES 


Me 


жоқ, IN CHINESE, "CHI KUNG PAO"-ED. 


ITS POWER 15 SO 2 
COLOSSAL, IN FACT, 
THAT THE DRAIN ON AMOVE OF 
ONE'S OWN ENERGY IS kamien 
DEVASTATING... WARRIORS 
HAVE BEEN KNOWN TO 
DIE BY USING IT... AND 
EVEN IF ONE SURVIVES, 
ONE'S LIFE IS 
SHORTENED... 


TEACHING 
HIMA 
MOVE THAT 
SHOULD 
NEVER BE 
TAUGHT... 


THAT 
EVIL 
TSURU- 
SENNIN... 


уун- 
WHAT 
15 НЕ 

PLANNING 


CONTESTANT 
TENSHINHAN 
HAS RISEN HIGH 
OFF THE 
GROUND WITH 


LEVITATION 
TECHNIQUE... 
" 


| ( 
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NEXT. “REALLY the CUP TE e T т " 


TITLE PAGE GALLERY 


These title pages were used when these Dragon Ball 
chapters were originally published in Japan from 
1987 to 1988 in Weekly Shonen Jump magazine. 


TURTLE VS. СКАМЕ... 
THE DISCIPLES DUKE IT OUT! 


Тае 120 . Akira Torlyama 
Look Out! Тһе Dodon Blast! 


u“ 


зачні ампончужоапя IHJIADINIL PUZZ JHL 


Crane School CHAOZU vs, Turtle School KURIRIN 


a 0999800 
Sy 


22 
А CLOSE FIGHT? 
HIGH SPEED GIVE AND TAKE! 
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THE FINAL BATTLE OF 
THE STRONGEST! .......... 
| Во 


14 ANNOY IVAOGNA IHD! 


Crane School TENSHINHAN 
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TSURU-SENNIN'S FATAL TECHNIQUE! 
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pu New SHONEN JUMP Graphic Novels Debut in Ша 


quic NOS 


pahasti, 


EN JUMP 
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one of the hottest titles around 
is finally available in The 
SHON EN JUMP Graphic! Novel series! 


You're Reading in 
the Wrong Direction!! 


W.. Guess what? You're starting at the 


wrong end of the comic! 

.ts true! In keeping with the original Japanese 
format, Akira Toriyama's world-famous Dragon Ball 
series is meant to be read from right to left, starting 
in the upper-right corner. 

Unlike English, which is read from left to right, 
Japanese is read from right to left, meaning that 
action, sound-effects, and word-balloon order are 
completely reversed...something which can make 
readers unfamiliar with Japanese feel pretty back- 
wards themselves. For this reason, manga or 
Japanese comics published in the U.S. in English have traditionally been published 
“flopped” —that is, printed in exact reverse order, as though seen from the other side 
of a mirror. 

By flopping pages, U.S. publishers can avoid confusing readers, but the compro- 
mise is not without its downside. For one thing, a character in a flopped manga series 
who once wore in the original Japanese version a T-shirt emblazoned with "M A Y” (as 
in “the merry month of”) now wears one which reads “Y A M”! Additionally, many 
manga creators in Japan are themselves unhappy with the process, as some feel the 
mirror-imaging of their art reveals otherwise unnotice- 
able flaws or skews in perspective. 

In recognition of the importance and popularity of 
Dragon Ball, we are proud to bring it to you in the origi- 
nal unflopped format. 

For now, though, turn to the other side of the book 
and let the adventure begin...! 


—Editor 


THE WORLD'S 


MOST POPULAR MANGA JUMP 


THE EYES OF TENSHINHAN 
The Tenka'ichi Budókai is heating up, 
and there can be only one winner! 
Last tournament's champion Jackie 
Chun goes up against three-eyed 
“Crane School” kung fu mas- 
ter Tenshinhan! Then, it's the 
long-awaited match between former 
classmates Goku and Kuririn—and 
guess who has some tricks up his 
sleeve! But Tenshinhan isn't just 
fighting to win, he's carrying out a 
deadly grudge—to avenge his master, 
the Crane Hermit, whose brother 
was killed by Goku. It all comes 
down to a final round so devastat- 
ing the battlefield itself might not 
survive intact-Iet alone the 
spectators! 
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